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NFL YEAR BEGINS 
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Bowl-winning 
quarterback Nick 
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player moves start. 
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Trump invokes authority to 
get industries’ help in ‘war’ 


BY TIM SULLIVAN 
AND DAVID RISING 


Associated Press 


MINNEAPOLIS 
President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday moved to invoke 
emergency authority to marshal 
industry to fight the coronavi- 
rus, as the economic fallout 
from the crisis mounted with 
word that nearly the entire U.S. 
auto industry is shutting down 


its North American factories to 
protect workers. 


On a day of head-spinning 


developments: 


e Stocks tumbled again on 


Wall Street on fears of a pro- 
longed recession, falling so fast 
they triggered another automat- 
ic trading halt. The Dow Jones 


Industrial Average shed more 


than 1,300 points, or over 6%, 


and has now lost nearly all of 


the big gains it had posted since 


Trump’s inauguration. Oil drop- 
ped below $21 per barrel for the 
first time since 2002. 

e More borders slammed shut 
across Europe and North Amer- 
ica, with the U.S. and Canada 
closing their boundary to all but 
essential travel and Trump say- 
ing he plans to assert extraor- 
dinary powers to immediately 
turn back to Mexico anyone who 
crosses over the southern border 
illegally. 


e The White House pressed 
Congress to swiftly pass a po- 
tentially $1 trillion rescue pack- 
age to prop up the economy and 
speed relief checks to Amer- 
icans in a matter of weeks. 

Calling himself a “wartime 
president,” Trump said he 
would employ the Defense Pro- 
duction Act of 1950 as needed 
to steer industrial output and 
overcome shortages of face 
masks, ventilators and other 


supplies as hospitals brace for 
an expected onslaught of cases. 

The Korean War-era law gives 
the president extraordinary 
authority to compel industries to 
expand production and turn out 
vital materials. It was most re- 
cently used after the 2017 Puer- 
to Rico hurricane to speed up 
contracts for food and other 
necessities. 

“Its a war,” Trump said, 
likening the anti-coronavirus 
efforts to measures taken during 
World War II and warning of 
national sacrifices ahead. 

The virus has infected more 
than 200,000 people world- 
wide and killed over 8,700. The 
United Nations warned that the 
crisis could lead to the loss of 
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COVID-19 has Kansas Citians 
starting to keep their distance 


BY LISA GUTIERREZ 
AND ERIC ADLER 


Igutierrez@kcstar.com 
eadler@kcstar.com 


Shawn Crall felt the change 
soon after entering the grocery 
store. People used to be chatty 
there; the atmosphere was light- 
er. 

Not now. 

“Everybody’s walking around 
not talking to each other,” said 
Crall, 53, who lives in Platte 
County. “There’s no eye con- 
tact. Everybody’s rushing. It’s a 
very eerie feeling. The tension is 
just really high. It feels like 
doom.” 

Or self-protection. 


That is what health officials 
want Americans to do: Distance 
yourself from other people. 

It’s called social distancing, 
and it’s a public health tactic 
designed to stop the spread of a 
contagious disease, in this case 
the new coronavirus that has 
infected more than 7,000 peo- 
ple in the United States, with 
that number climbing by the 
minute. 

The Kansas City area has 
passed the point at which only 
travelers were contracting CO- 
VID-19. Now, it’s spreading 
from person to person in our 
communities. 

The message seems to be 
getting through. At The Legends 


in Kansas City, Kansas, on 
Wednesday, vast parking lots 
were practically empty. Streets 
downtown and on the Country 
Club Plaza were mostly desert- 
ed. 

But not everyone is getting 
the message. 

Outside Crown Center on 
Wednesday, Vickie Roellchen, 
57, of DeSoto, horsed around 
with one of her daughter’s three 
foster children as her daughter 
finished an appointment at 
Children’s Mercy Hospital. 

Roellchen said she’s been 
driving a school bus for 16 
years, packed with 60 to 70 kids 
a day. As of Tuesday, she said, 
she was out of a job with the 
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closing of all Kansas public 
schools. 

Though mindful of social 
distancing, she’s not overly 
wotried, not enough to change 
her behavior, he said. 

“Tm going to Sam’s Club 
after this,” she said. “I’m not 
going to be walking six feet 
away from people. I’m just not.” 

On a grand scale, social dis- 
tancing is limiting the size of 
groups that gather, closing 
schools, sending people home to 
work — measures that mayors 
and governors here and across 
the country are taking now at 
rapid speed. 

On a personal level it means 
staying at least six feet away 
from and limiting your interac- 
tions with other people — keep- 
ing your distance in line at the 
post office, shopping at the 
grocery store when the crowds 
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Schools face challenge 
of educating while closed 


BY MARA ROSE WILLIAMS 
mdwilliams@kcstar.com 


One day after schools were 
ordered closed in Kansas, the 
principal at Olathe’s Heather- 
stone Elementary was already 
missing students. 

So she got on Facebook and 
made a video of herself reading 


“There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Fly.” 

It’s the kind of teacher-stu- 
dent connection parents are 
likely to see happening for the 
rest of the school year. 

The scale and speed of the 
school closures, this week alone, 
represent an unprecedented 
challenge for local and national 
educators and parents. 


and in Missouri and Kansas, are 
racing to educate themselves on 
how to deliver distance learning 
along with how to feed thou- 
sands of food-challenged chil- 
dren spread across their dis- 
tricts. 

Complicating efforts is the 
inequity in students’ access to 
computers and high-speed in- 
ternet and the responsibility of 
educators to meet state stan- 
dards for testing, graduation 
and class time. 

In the Kansas City area on the 
Missouri side, schools are closed 
until April 6, and no one is cer- 


extended. 

In Kansas on Tuesday, Gov. 
Laura Kelly, with guidance from 
the state’s Secretary of Health 
and Environment Lee A. Nor- 
man, announced that all school 
buildings in the state, public and 
private, would close for the 
remainder of the school year. 
That action left school leaders 
scrambling to figure out what 
education will look like for stu- 
dents and teachers for roughly 
the next two months. 

A task force of about 45 of the 
state’s best educators has been 


Missouri has 
first death; 


KC has first 
virus cases 


BY KATIE MOORE, LUKE 
NOZICKA, KAITLYN SCHWERS 
AND KATIE BERNARD 


kamoore@kestar.com 
Inozicka@kcstar.com 

kschwers@kestar.com 
cbernard@kestar.com 


As the new coronavirus 
spread further throughout the 
Kansas City region Wednes- 
day, public health officials 
confirmed new cases, an- 
nounced more measures to 
try to slow the contagion, and 
noted troubling benchmarks 
being passed. 

Missouri recorded its first 
death. Johnson County, Kan- 
sas, shifted its approach to 
preserve supplies. Kansas 
City reported its first patients 
in two apparently unrelated 
cases. More were expected. 

In Johnson County, where 
the virus is now spreading by 
community transmission, the 
number of COVID-19 cases 
found so far grew to 12 — the 
most in any Kansas county. 
Because of that, as well as 
limited testing resources, 
officials said there would be a 
“fundamental change” in the 
public health approach there: 
Only residents who are hos- 
pitalized with coronavirus 
symptoms will be tested. 

“If we don’t follow the 
public health guidelines for 
the management in commu- 
nity transmission,” Kansas 
Secretary of Health and 
Education Lee Norman said, 
“then what we’ll do is we’ll 
absolutely burn through our 
testing supplies because we 
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CHANGES TO YOUR PAPER 


In an effort to help us 
give you as much 
information as possible 
about the coronavirus 
pandemic, you may 
notice that we’ve moved 
some content to other 
sections. This is a 
temporary measure, and 
content will return to its 
usual place as soon as 
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